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By-Laws  and  —  — 
-  -  Rules  of  Order 


PRESQU'ILE  CHAPTER, 
No.  144,  R.  A.  M. 

MEETS  AT 

BRIGHTON,      .      .  ONTARIO. 
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^Preamble 


FOR  the  purpose  of  securing 
order  and  regularity,  and 
with  the  view  of  promoting 
harmony  and  decorum,  the  Com- 
panions of  Presqu'  He  Chapter, 
No.  144,  G.  R  C,  agree  to  the 
following  By-Laws  : 
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ARTICLE  ONE- 

Duty  to  Grand  Chapter 

This  Chapter  acknowledges  the  suprem- 
acy of  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Mas- 
ons of  Canada,  and  is  governed  by  its  Con- 
stitution and  the  following  By-Laws. 


ARTICLE  TWO- 

Name 

This  Chapter  shall  be  known  as  Prpsqu* 
lie  Chapter  of  Roval  Arch  Masons  No.  144, 
G.  R.  C. 

ARTICLE  THREE- 

Meeting's 

(1)  The  Regular  Convocation  of  this  Chap- 
ter shall  be  held  on  the  second  Friday  of 
every  month  at  the  hour  of  7.30  p.  m. 

(2)  At  the  Regular  Convocation  in  the 
month  of  June,  upon  motion  made  and 
seconded,  the  Companions  present  may  by 
a  two-thirds  vote  withdraw  the  Regular 
Convocation  for  either  or  both  of  thefollow- 
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ing  months  :  July  and  August. 

(8)  A  Chapter  of  emergency  may  at 
any  time  be  called  by  summons,  giving 
seven  days  notice,  by  authority  of  the  First 
Principal,  or  upon  the  request  in  writing  of 
nine  members  of  the  Chapter.  The  busi- 
ness to  be  transacted  shall  be  expressed  in 
•  the  summons  and  none  other  than  that 
specified  shall  be  entered  upon  at  that  Con- 
vocation. 


ARTICLE  FOUR— 

Election 

The  elective  officers  of  this  Chapter 
shall  be  the  First,  Second  and  Third  Prin- 
cipals, Scribes  E.  and  N.,  Principal  Sojour- 
ner and  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  by 
ballot;  and  by  an  open  vote  of  the  Chapter, 
the  Janitor  and  two  Auditors;  said  election 
to  take  place  at  the  Regular  Convocation  in 
December;  who  with  the  following  appoint- 
ed officers,  viz;  Senior  and  Junior  Sojourn- 
ers, Masters  of  Veils  and  Standard  Bearers, 
shall  be  installed  and  invested  at  the  Regu- 
lar Convocation  in  the  month  of  January 
following. 
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ARTICLE  FIVE— 

Eligibility  to  Office 

Before  proceeding  to  the  election  of 
officers,  the  Scribe  E.  shall  read  out  and 
present  to  the  Ex.  Z.,  a  certified  list  of  the 
mem  hers  who  are  clear  on  the  hooks,  and 
members  indebted  to  the  Chapter  for  over 
twelve  months  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  the  annual  election  of  officers. 


ARTICLE  SIX- 

The  Principals 

The  Principals,  in  addition  to  the  duties 
required  of  them  by  the  Constitution,  shall 
hold  all  Robes,  Jewels  and  other  property 
in  trust  in  the  name  of  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Chapter  and  see  that  the  same  is 
properlv  insured,  and  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  pertaining  to  their  respective 
offices  as  the  Chapter  may  require  of  them. 


ARTICLE  SEVEN— 

Duty  of  Scribe  E. 

This  officer  shall  keep  a  correct  record 
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all  of  the  transaction  of  the  Chapter;  issue 
all  summonses  for  regular  and  emergent 
convocations;  forward  copies  of  all  sum- 
monses to  the  Grand  Superintendent  of  the 
District ;  notify  all  accepted  candidates  to 
present  themselves  for  degrees  within  six 
months  of  their  election,  or  their  names 
will  be  struck  off  the  list  and  a  new  ballot 
required  ;  make  and  forward  all  returns  re- 
quired by  the  Grand  Chapter;  he  shall  re- 
ceive all  dues  and  fees  and  hand  over  the 
same  to  the  Treasurer  without  delay  taking 
his  receipt  for  the  same,  and  render  a  de- 
tailed statement  thereof  to  the  Chapter  at 
the  regular  convocation  in  December  of 
each  year ;  he  shall  also  keep  an  itemized 
account  of  the  receipts  of  the  Chapter  and 
all  accounts  between  each  member  and  the 
Chapter;  and  he  shall  hand  over  to  his  suc- 
cessor in  office  all  books  and  papers  belong- 
ing to  the  Chapter;  and  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  these  duties  he  shall  be  paid 
one  dollar  per  meeting  and  shall  also  hp  ex- 
empt from  dues. 

ARTICLE  EIGHT— 

Duty  of  Scribe  N. 

The  Scribe  NM  in  the  absence  of  the 
Scribe  E.,  shall  perform  the  duties  of  that 
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office,  and  such  other  duties  as  may  be  re- 
quired of  him. 

ARTICLE  NINE— 

Duties  of  Treasurer 

The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  monies 
from  the  Scribe  E.  and  give  receipts  there- 
for. He  shall  deposit  in  a  Chartered  Bank 
of  Canada,  in  Brighton,  to  the  account  of 
Presqu'  He  Chapter,  all  monies  belonging  to 
the  Chapter,  and  pay  all  orders  drawn  upon 
him  certified  by  the  First  Principal  and 
countersigned  by  the  Scribe  E.  He  shall 
have  his  books  and  vouchers  ready  at  all 
times  for  inspection.  He  shall  also  on  the 
night  of  installation  of  officers,  hand  over 
all  monies  and  vouchers  in  his  possession  to 
his  successor. 


ARTICLE  TEN- 

Duties  of  Janitor. 

The  Janitor  shall  attend  every  convo- 
cation and  prepare  the  room  therefor.  He 
shall  also  discharge  everv  other  duty  usu- 
ally devolving  upon  his  office,  for  the  due 
performance  of  which  he  shall  be  exempt 
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from  dues  and  be  paid  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
for  each  convocation  whether  regular  or 
emergent.  He  may  at  anytime  be  removed 
by  a  vote  of  the  Chapter  for  neglect  of  duty 
or  other  sufficient  cause.  It  shall  be  his 
special  business,  aided  by  the  Assistant 
Sojourners  to  see  that  all  Companions, 
whether  visitors  or  members,  come  proper- 
ly clothed  as  R.  A.  Masons. 


ARTICLE  ELEVEN- 

Duty  of  Auditors 

The  Auditors  shall  audit  the  accounts 
and  books  as  soon  after  the  annual  election 
as  possible,  and  whenever  required  by  the 
Chapter  to  do  so,  and  certify  to  their  correct- 
ness. They  shall  present  a  report  in  writ- 
ing at  the  regular  convocation  in  January 
showing  the  financial  and  general  condition 
of  the  Chapter,  with  suggestions  as  they 
may  consider  desirable.  The  Excellent  Z., 
Scribe  E.,  and  Treasurer  shall  not  be  eligible 
for  election  to  the  office  of  Auditor. 

ARTICLE  TWELVE— 
Duty  of  Executive  Committee 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist 
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of  the  Ex.  Principals  H.  and  J.,  Scribe  E., 
one  member  appointed  by  Ex.  Principal  Z, 
and  one  member  elected  by  the  Chapter  on 
the  night  of  installation.  It  shall  manage 
the  finances,  examine  all  accounts  and  cer- 
tify to  their  correctness  before  being  pre- 
sented to  the  Chapter  for  payment,  and  have 
a  general  supervision  overall  matters  affect- 
ing the  interest  of  the  Chapter.  It  shall 
cause  a  correct  inventory  of  all  property  to 
be  kept  in  duplicate,  one  copy  by  the  Scribe 
E.  and  another  by  the  Ex.  Z.,  such  inventory 
to  be  read  at  the  regular  convocation  in 
January  for  the  information  of  the  mem- 
bers. The  First  Principal  shall  be  ex-officio 
member  of  all  committees. 

ARTICLE  THIRTEEN— 

Candidates  fop  Exaltation 

Every  candidate  for  exaltation  must  fur- 
nish proof  that  he  is  a  Master  Mason  of 
three  months  standing  and  that  he  is  affil- 
iated with  a  Craft  lodge  in  this  or  some 
other  recognized  jurisdiction,  and  in  good 
standing  therein.'  He  must  be  proposed  at 
one  convocation,  the  matter  must  then  be 
referred  to  a  committee  on  character  and  if 
they  report  favorably,  the  ballot  shall  be 
passed  at  the  next  convocation,  and  should 
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a  candidate  for  any  degree  require  an 
emergency  for  his  own  accommodation,  he 
must  pay  the  necessary  expenses  attendant 
thereon. 

Each  application  shall  be  accompanied 
with  the  sum  of  $2.00  which  in  the  event  of 
his  rejection  shall  be  returned.  Should  any 
candidate  who  has  been  accepted  for  exal- 
tation not  attend  for  that  purpose  within 
six  months  after  being  notified  by  the 
Scribe  E.,  he  must  again  be  regularly  pro- 
posed  and  a  fresh  ballot  taken,  and  his 
first  deposit  of  $2.00  shall  be  forfeited,  un- 
less the  time  is  extended  by  the  majority 
vote  of  the  Chapter. 

ARTICLE  FOURTEEN— 

Affiliation. 

Any  Royal  Arch  Mason,  in  good  stand- 
ing, desirous  of  becoming  affiliated  in  tbis 
Chapter  shall  be  proposed  and  balloted  for, 
and  must  at  the  time  of  his  application  pro- 
duce his  Grand  Chapter  certificate  or  give  a 
satisfactory  reason  for  its  non-production. 

ARTICLE  FIFTEEN— 

Ballot. 

No  candidate  shall  be  exalted  in,  nor  any 
companion  become  a  member  of  this  Chap- 
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ber,  if  on  the  ballot  being  taken  two  black 
balls  shall  be  found  against  him,  but  to  pre- 
vent mistakes  the  Excellent  First  Principal 
may  direct  the  ballot  to  be  forthwith' taken 
a  second  time,  which  shall  be  final.  No  re- 
jected candidate  can  again  be  proposed  and 
balloted  for  in  this  Chapter  within  twelve 
months  of  the  time  of  his  rejection. 


ARTICLE  SIXTEEN— 

Fees  and  Dues. 

(1)  The  fees  for  Exaltation  and  the 
subordinate  degrees  shall  be  $15.00,  payable 
in  advance,  which  shall  include  the  cost  of 
registration,  Grand  Chapter  Certificate, 
and  regalia. 

(2)  The  fee  for  a  companion  affiliating 
shall  be  $2.00. 

(3)  The  yearly  dues  of  each  member 
shall  be  $1.00.  Dues  accrue  from  the  date 
of  receiving  the  Mark  Master  degree,  and 
for  an  affiliating  member  from  the  date  of 
his  being  elected. 

(4)  Any  companion  twelve  months  in 
arrears,  after  having  been  duly  notified  and 
summoned  by  the  Scribe  E.,  and  failing  to 
appear  or  a  sufficient  reason  be  not  given 
for  his  absence  he  shall  then  and  there  be 
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declared  suspended  by  the  First  Principal 
and  his  name  be  reported  to  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  In  peculiar  circumstances,  ad- 
vanced age,  inability  or  unavoidable  ab- 
sence the  Chapter  may  on  motion,  remit  a 
portion  or  the  whole  of  such  arrears  upon  a 
two-third  vote  of  the  companions  present, 
notice  of  such  motion  having  been  given  at 
the  previous  Convocation  of  the  Chapter. 


ARTICLE  SEVENTEEN— 

Withdrawal 

Auy  companion  not  under  charges,  de- 
sirous of  withdrawing  from  affiliation  may 
do  so  on  paying  up  his  dues  and  signifying 
such  wish  either  in  person  or  in  writing, 
when  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  regular  de- 
mit. 

ARTICLE  EIGHTEEN- 

Re-Admission  of  Members 

(1)  Should  any  member  resign,  he 
shall  not  be  re-admitted  without  a  ballot 
and  a  joining  fee. 

(2)  Should  any  member  who  has  been 
excluded,    or  suspended  for  an  indefinite 
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period,  desire  to  be  re-admitted  he  may 
petitiou  the  Chapter  for  its  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Grand  Chapter  that  he  he  re- 
stored, and  if  at  the  next  regular  meeting, 
the  Chapter  by  a  two-third  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers present  by  ballot  concur  the  petition 
shall  be  endorsed  under  seal,  and  transmit- 
ted to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  to  be  presented 
to  the  Grand  Chapter*  Should  the  action 
of  Grand  Chapter  be  favorable,  he  shall  be 
re-admitted  without  a  ballot  or  joining  fee., 

(3)  Any  member  who  has  been  suspend- 
ed for  non-payment  of  dues,  shall  be  im- 
mediately restored  without  ballot  on  pay- 
ment of  all  arrears  owing  at  the  time  of  his 
suspension. 

(4)  Any  member  who  has  been  suspend- 
ed for  a  definite  term  shall  be  restored  to 
membership  without  ballot  at  expirat  ion  of 
the  term  specified  in  his  suspension. 


ARTICLE  NINETEEN— 

Life  Membership 

Life  membership  will  be  granted  to  any 
Companion  of  this  chapter  who  has  been  a 
member  in  good  standing  for  not  less  than 
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25  years  on  the  payment  of  $  5.00 
20  u  10.00 

15  «  „  15.00 

10  ft  «  20.00 

in  addition  to  any  arrears  that  may  be  due, 
and  shall  be  exempt  from  further  dues  or 
fees,  with  full  privileges  subject  only  to 
liability  to  Masonic  censure  and  punish- 
ment for  any  offence  other  than  non-pay- 
ment of  dues. 


ARTICLE  TWENTY— 

Disposal  of  Funds,  Property,  Etc. 

(1)  No  part  of  the  funds  of  the  Chapter 
shall  be  expended,  except  for  monthly  or 
other  necessary  expenses,  unless  on  a  notice 
of  motion  given  at  one  regular  meeting, and 
inserted  in  the  summons  for  the  next  regu- 
lar meeting,  when  if  a  majority  of  the 
members  present  approve  the  expenditure 
may  be  incurred. 

(2)  No  portion  of  furniture,  jewels, 
paraphernalia  or  other  property  of  the 
Chapter  shall  be  sold,  alienated  or  in  any 
way  disposed  of,  except  by  the  unanimous 
consent  at  a  meeting  to  be  specially  called 
for  that  purpose. 
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ARTICLE  TWENTY-ONE— 

Amending:  By-Laws. 

No  alteration,  additions  or  amendments 
shall  be  made  to  these  by-laws,  except  at  a 
regular  convocation  of  this  Chapter,  of 
which  one  month's  notice  shall  have  been 
previously  given  in  writing,  and  be  subject 
to  two-thirds  majority  of  the  companions 
then  present. 

Every  companion  shall  sign  these  by- 
laws in  token  of  his  submission  thereto, 
when  he  shall  receive  a  printed  copy  of  the 
same  for  his  guidance. 

1.  The  Chapter  shall  be  governed  by 
the  following  rules  of  order.  The  Chapter 
being  opened  in  due  form,  the  following 
shall  be  the  order  of  business: 

1.  Reading  the  summons. 

2.  Reading  and  confirming  minutes. 

3.  Reportsof  Committees  on  petitions. 

4.  Report  of  General  Committees. 

5.  Reading  and  Passing  Accounts. 

6.  Reading  Correspondence. 

7.  Receiving  Petitions. 

8.  Balloting  for  Candidates. 

9.  Conferring  Degrees. 
10.    General  business. 
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2.  The  foregoing  order  of  procedure 
may  be  varied  by  the  Ex.  Z.,  when  in  his 
judgment  such  variation  may  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Chapter. 

3.  If  requested  no  question  shall  be  en- 
tertained unless  it  be  put  in  writing,  with 
the  names  of  the  mover  and  seconder  there- 
on. 

4.  Every  Companion  desirous  of  speak- 
ing shall  rise  up  in  his  place  and  address 
himself  to  the  First  Principal  Z. 

5.  When  two  or  more  Companions  rise 
to  speak  at  the  same  time  the  First  Princi- 
pal shall  decide  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

6.  No  Companion  shall  speak  twice 
upon  the  same  question  unless  by  permis- 
sion of  the  First  Principal. 

7.  No  companion  shall  be  so  unmasonic 
as  to  interrupt  another  while  speaking  or 
disturb  him  by  hissing,  applauding,  un- 
necessary coughing,  loud  whispering  or 
other  unseemly  noise, 

8.  No  personal  or  abusive  remark  or 
improper  language  shall  be  used  by  any 
Companion  in  debate. 

9.  All  matters  not  otherwise  provided 
for  in  the  constitution  or  these  by-laws 
shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  open  votes, 
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each  Companion  having  one,  and  the  Ex.Z., 
besides  his  own  vote  the  casting  vote  in 
case  of  a  tie.  Provided  always  that  this 
cannot  interfere  or  supersede  any  ruling  of 
the  First  Principal,  from  whose  decision 
there  is  no  appeal  except  to  a  higher 
authority. 

10.  Whenever  a  question  has  been  sub- 
mitted for  consideration,  it  cannot  be  with- 
drawn without  the  consent  of  the  Chapter. 

All  by-laws  or  parks  of  by-laws  hereto- 
fore in  force  in  this  Chapter  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  in  opeu  Chapter  this  13th  day  of 
April,  A.  I.,  2436,  A.  D.,  1906. 

B.  C.  H.  BECKER,  Z. 

F.  A.  M.  ROBLIN,  Scribe  E. 


Toronto,  April  19th,  1906, 
Examined  and  Approved, 
WILLIAM  ROAF,  G.  Z. 
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Charter  Members: 

Becker,  B.  C.  H. 
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Brems,  John 
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Huffman,  R.  N. 
Lapp,  C.  A. 
Latta,  J.  L. 
Loomis,  A.  B. 
Maitland,  J.  R. 
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Marshall,  F.  E. 
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